By NILES LATHEM
Bureau Chief
WASHINGTON — A
beautiful press secre-
rtary of the Nicara-
guan Embassy
trained by Cuban in-
ielligence — is being
probed by the ClA as
the suspecied Mata
Hari at the center of
an intricate Sandin-

isia spy operation.
She is Angela Saballos,
who carries the title cf
First Secretary of the
Nicareguan embassy.
Publicly she is the
‘woman who answers the
phone when the press
wanis & stalement {rom
the embassy, and ar-
ranges interviews when

visiting members of the
radical Sandinista gov-
ernment visit Washing-
ton

But, for a press secre-
tary, Angela Sabalios has
& rather interesting back-
ground and even more in-
ieresting connecticns here
ir Washington

These connections,
which include friend-
ships  with  powerful
Democrats in Congress,
have attracted the atten-
tion of the ClA and the
Defense Intelligence
Agency.

According to intelli-
gence sources, there is
great concern over Miss
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Sabellos' friendship with
two Democratic mem-
bers of Congress.

One, &8 House member,
has been'e key figure in
the fight to cut $30 mil-
lion in funads for a covert
CIA operation designed
to sabotage the Sandinis-
tas' rmischief-making in
Central America.

Miss Saballos elso has
allegedly been linked to
& Democratic senator
who has been an outspe-
ken critic of continued
U.S. aid t¢ E} Sslvador.

Sources say that nei-
ther member of Con-
gress is suspected of any
wrong-doing. -

U.S. intelligence be-

finks-
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lieves that Angela Sabal- |

Jos is actually *“station
chief” for Nicaragua's
intelligence organization
in Washington.

U.s.
has evidence that she
has had extensive train-

Soviet KGB.

But while there is evi-
dence of her connections
to  Soviet-backed spy
agencies, the U.S. has
been unable to catch her
doing anything other
than her official duties
in the embassy.

The allegations come

i
|

Sandinisto
soldiers ot
o porode
celebreting
their vie-
tory over
Someozo.

&t & time when President
Reagan is on the defen-
sive in the battie for pub-
lic acceptance of his
view that unless Nicara-
gua is controlled, the
Communist fire that
started there in 1979
could envelop the entire

. . region i
intelligence also | gion in revolution. ;

Mizs Saballos could hot

;'be reached for comment

, | last night, having flown
ing in Cuba by the DGI ! . :
— the Cuban sister of the | g::?( x::;’:&:g :;’ New

At the Nicar

‘ Mission to the UN, em-

ployes said they did not
know where she was.

The ClA refused com-
ment.

Miss Saballos, the
daughter of a dress-
maker in Managua, for-
merly worked for the
U.S. government. :

Al the timne when the -
Sandinista revolution
was overthrowing the
Somoza dictatorship in
Nicaragua, she was em- :
ployed as a receptionist
&l the U.S. Embassy in
Managua.

While there, it is be-
lieved that she had a
close friendship with a
senior member of the |

U.S. Embassy. 7 {
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